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Species Name Status Habitat Potential for 
Occurrence Onsite 

Invertebrates 
San Bruno elfin 
butterfly (Callophrys 
mossii bayensis) 

FE Occurs in coastal, mountainous areas 
with grassy ground cover, mainly in the 
vicinity of San Bruno Mountain. Elfin 
colonies are located on steep, north-
facing slopes within the fog belt. Larval 
host plant is Sedum spathulifolium. 

None. No suitable 
habitat present. Host 
plant not detected on 
site.  

Monarch butterfly 
(Danaus plexippus) 

Considered a 
Special Animal 
by CDFG  

Winter roosts sites located in wind-
protected tree groves (eucalyptus, 
Monterey pine, cypress) with water and 
nectar sources nearby. 

None. No suitable 
winter roost sites 
present. 

Mission blue 
butterfly (Plebejus 
icarioides missionensis) 
 

FE Inhabits grasslands of the San Francisco 
peninsula. The mission blue butterfly 
uses three larval host plants: Lupinus 
albifrons, L. formosus, and L. variicolor. 

Extremely low. One 
patch of lupines occurs 
on a roadcut on the 
east end of Gypsy Hill 
Road.  This patch is 
likely too small to be 
used by Mission blues. 

Callippe silverspot 
butterfly (Speyeria 
callippe callippe) 

FE Inhabits native grasslands; requires its 
larval food plant, Viola pedunculata 

None. No suitable 
habitat present. Host 
plant not detected on 
site.  

Myrtle’s silverspot 
(Speyeria zerene 
myrtleae) 

FE Inhabits coastal dune and native prairie 
habitats; requires its larval food plant, 
Viola adunca 

None. Host plant not 
detected on site. 
Species believed 
extirpated from San 
Mateo County.  

Reptiles 
San Francisco 
garter snake 
(Thamnophis sirtalis 
tetrataenia) 

FE, SE Vicinity of freshwater marshes, ponds, 
and slow moving streams.  Prefers dense 
cover and water depths of at least one 
foot.  Upland areas near water are 
important. 

Moderate. Species has 
been recorded Calera 
Creek, near the Project 
Area. 

Western pond turtle  
(Actinemys 
marmorata) 

CSC An aquatic turtle of ponds, marshes, 
rivers, streams & irrigation ditches with 
aquatic vegetation. Require basking sites 
with suitable (sandy banks or grassy 
open fields) upland habitat for egg-
laying. 

Moderate. The Project 
Area supports suitable 
habitat within the creek 
corridor.  

Amphibians 
California red-
legged frog (Rana 
aurora draytonii) 

FT, CSC Lowlands and foothills in or near 
permanent sources of deep water with 
dense, shrubby or emergent riparian 
vegetation. Requires 11-20 weeks of 
permanent water for larval development. 

High. The species is 
known to occur in 
Calera Creek. High 
quality potential habitat 
occurs in the Project 
Area. 

California tiger 
salamander 
(Ambystoma 

FT, candidate 
for CESA 
endangered, 

Estivates in ground squirrel burrows; 
breeds in stockponds, pools of streams 
and vernal pools. The species is rarely 

None. No estivating 
habitat (ground squirrel 
burrows) observed in 

Appendix A – Species Table Page A-1



Species Name Status Habitat Potential for 
Occurrence Onsite 

californiense) 
 

CSC observed migrating over upland habitats. the Project Area. The 
species is not known to 
occur in the project 
vicinity.  

Fish 
Coho salmon- 
central California 
coast ESU 
(Oncorhynchus kisutch) 

FE, SE Spawns in freshwater streams in sand or 
gravel beds. Young smolts live in 
streams and estuaries before returning 
to the ocean. 

None. Species has not 
been recorded within 
creeks in Project Area.  

Steelhead – central 
California coast 
ESU (Oncorhynchus 
mykiss irideus) 

FT The Central California Coast Distinct 
Population Segment extends from the 
Russian River in the north to Soquel 
Creek in the south. 

None. Species has not 
been recorded within 
creeks in Project Area.  

Birds 
Swainson’s hawk 
(Buteo swainsoni) 

ST Open country such as grassland, 
shrubland, and agricultural areas. 

 

Very low. Species is a 
very rare migrant. 
Species has been 
recorded within the 
Project Area.  

Saltmarsh common 
yellowthroat 
(Geothlypis trichas 
sinuosa) 
 

CSC Resident of the San Francisco bay 
region, in fresh and salt water marshes.  
Requires thick, continuous cover down 
to water surface for foraging; tall 
grasses, tule patches, willows for nesting. 

Low. Limited suitable 
habitat within Calera 
Creek corridor. 

Merlin (Falco 
columbaris) 

Considered a 
Special Animal 
by CDFG  

Seacoast, tidal estuaries, open 
woodlands, savannahs, edges of 
grasslands & deserts, farms & ranches. 

Low. Species has been 
recorded within the 
Project Area, although 
species is uncommon. 

Bank swallow 
(Riparia riparia) 

ST Nests in colonies on banks or cliffs 
adjacent to streams, canals or lakes. 

None. No potential 
habitat for this species 
occurs in the Project 
Area.  

Loggerhead shrike 
(Lanius ludovicianus) 

CSC Nests in dense shrubs and brush near 
open foraging areas such as grasslands. 

Moderate. The species 
has been observed 
foraging in the Project 
Area. 

Peregrine falcon 
(Falco peregrinus 
anatum) 

CE, FP Nests in cliffs and rock outcrops 
adjacent to forests, canyons and 
grasslands.  Hunts other birds from the 
air. 

Low. No nesting 
habitat at site. The 
Project Area provides 
foraging habitat for the 
species.   

White-tailed kite 
(Elanus leucurus) 

FP Nests in dense oak, willow, or other tree 
stands near open grassland meadows, 
farmlands, and emergent wetlands. 

Moderate. Suitable 
foraging and nesting 
habitat in Project Area.  

Northern harrier 
(Circus cyaneus) 
 

CSC Nests in freshwater and saltwater 
marshes and grasslands; forages in 
grasslands, agricultural fields, and 
marshes. 

Moderate. Suitable 
foraging and nesting 
habitat in Project Area. 

Short-eared owl 
(Asio flammeus) 
 

CSC Freshwater and saltwater marshes; open 
grasslands, prairies, and sand dunes. 
Nests on the ground in herbaceous 
cover or under shrubs  

Low. Suitable nesting 
and foraging habitat is 
present within the 
Project Area, although 
species is uncommon. 
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Golden eagle 
(Aquila chrysaetos) 

CSC Mountainous forests and open 
grasslands, found in many habitats 
during migration, nests on ledges or in 
tall trees. 

Low. Suitable foraging 
habitat exists within the 
Project Area and 
limited nesting habitat, 
although species is 
uncommon. 

Burrowing owl 
(Athene cunicularia) 

CSC Forages in open plains, grasslands and 
prairies; typically nests in abandoned 
small mammal burrows. 

None. No suitable 
nesting (burrows) and 
limited foraging habitat 
is present within the 
Project Area. The 
species is not known 
from the area. 

Mammals 
American badger 
(Taxidea taxus) 

CSC Most abundant in drier open stages of 
most shrub, forest, and herbaceous 
habitats with friable soils.  Needs 
sufficient food source (mostly 
burrowing rodents) and open, 
uncultivated ground. 

None. No suitable 
habitat present. Only 
known occurrence in 
the vicinity is from 
1948. 

Hoary bat (Lasiurus 
cinereus) 

Considered a 
Special Animal 
by CDFG  

Prefers open habitats or habitat mosaics 
with access to trees for cover and open 
areas or habitat edges for feeding.  
Roosts in dense foliage of medium to 
large trees, feeds primarily on moths.  
Requires water. 

Low. Foraging and 
roosting habitat 
present, however, the 
species has not been 
recorded in Pacifica. 

Fringed myotis 
(Myotis thysanodes) 

Considered a 
Special Animal 
by CDFG  

Occurs in a wide variety of habitats.  
Optimal habitats are pinyon-juniper, 
valley foothill hardwoods, and 
hardwood-conifer.  Uses caves, mines, 
building or crevices for maternity 
colonies and roosts. 

None. No suitable 
habitat present. 

Pallid bat (Antrozous 
pallidus) 

CSC Occurs in oak woodland habitat in 
central and northern California, among 
other habitat types. Roost sites include 
rock outcrops, mines, caves, tree 
hollows, buildings, and bridges.  

None. Preferred habitat 
not on site. 

San Francisco 
dusky-footed 
woodrat (Neotoma 
fuscipes annectens) 

CSC Forest habitats of moderate canopy & 
moderate to dense understory. May 
prefer chaparral & redwood habitats. 

Low. Suitable habitat 
on site, but no nests 
were observed during 
site surveys. 

Plants 
Franciscan onion 
(Allium peninsulare 
var. franciscanum) 

CNPS 1B.2 Found in cismontane woodlands, 
valleys, and foothill grasslands on 
serpentine and clay soils of dry hillsides 
between 100-300 m. 

None. No suitable 
habitat present in areas 
that would be disturbed 
for project activities. 

Bent-flowered 
fiddleneck 
(Amsinckia lunaris) 

CNPS 1B.2 Cismontane woodland, valley and 
foothill grassland 

None. Species not 
found within areas that 
would be disturbed for 
project activities. 
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Presidio manzanita 
(Arctostaphylos hookeri 
ssp.  ravenii) 
 

FE, SE, CNPS 
1B.1 

Chaparral and coastal prairie, typically 
on serpentine. 

None. No manzanitas 
present in areas that 
would be disturbed for 
project activities. 

San Bruno Mtn.  
Manzanita 
(Arctostaphylos 
imbricate) 
 

SE, CNPS 
1B.1 

Coastal scrub and chaparral, known 
from five occurrences on San Bruno 
Mountain 

None. Species is 
restricted to San Bruno 
Mountain. 

Montara manzanita 
(Arctostaphylos 
montaraensis) 

CNPS 1B.2 Found within chaparral and coastal 
scrub on slopes and ridges between 150-
500 m. 

None. No manzanitas 
present in areas that 
would be disturbed for 
project activities. 

Kings mountain 
manzanita 
(Archtostaphylos 
regismontana) 

CNPS 1B.2 Occurs within broadleaved upland 
forests, chaparral, and north coast 
coniferous forests on granitic or 
sandstone outcrops between 305-730 m. 

None. No manzanitas 
present in areas that 
would be disturbed for 
project activities. 

Pappose tarplant 
(Centromadia parryi 
ssp. parryi) 

CNPS 1B.2 Can be found within coastal prairies, 
meadows and seeps, coastal salt marsh, 
and valley and foothill grasslands, 
generally on alkaline sites. 

None. No suitable 
habitat present in areas 
that would be disturbed 
for project activities. 

San Francisco Bay 
spineflower 
(Chorizanthe cuspidata 
var. cuspidata) 

CNPS 1B.2 Found within coastal bluff scrub, coastal 
dunes, coastal prairie, and coastal scrub 
on terraces and slopes with sandy soils 
between 5-550 m. 

None. No suitable 
habitat present in areas 
that would be disturbed 
for project activities. 

Franciscan thistle 
(Cirsium andrewsii) 

CNPS 1B.2 Occurs within coastal bluff scrub, 
broadleaved upland forest, and coastal 
scrub. Sometimes found on serpentine 
seeps. 

None. Species not 
found within areas that 
would be disturbed for 
project activities. 

Fountain thistle 
(Cirsium fontinale var.  
fontinale) 
 

FE, CE, CPNS 
1B.1 

Valley and foothill grasslands, typicallly 
on serpentine soils. 

None. No suitable 
habitat present in areas 
that would be disturbed 
for project activities. 

Compact cobwebby 
thistle (Cirsium 
occidentale var. 
compactum) 

CNPS 1B.2 Chaparral, coastal dunes, coastal scrub, 
coastal prairie. Known from fewer then 
twenty occurrences. 

None. Species not 
found within areas that 
would be disturbed for 
project activities. 

San Francisco 
collinisia (Collinisia 
multicolor) 

CNPS 1B.2 Within close-cone coniferous forests 
and coastal scrub on decomposed shale 
(mudstone) mixed with humus at 30-250 
m. 

None. No suitable 
habitat present in areas 
that would be disturbed 
for project activities. 

Western 
leatherwood (Dirca 
occidentalis) 

CNPS 1B.2 Broadleafed upland forest, chaparral, 
closed-cone coniferous forest, 
cismontane woodland, north coast 
forest, riparian forest and woodland.  
On brushy slopes, mesic sites; mostly in 
mixed evergreen & foothill woodland 
communities. 30-550m.  

None. Species not 
found within areas that 
would be disturbed for 
project activities. 
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San Mateo wooly 
sunflower 
(Eriophyllum 
latilobum) 

FE, SE, CNPS 
1B.1 

Cismontane woodland. Often on 
roadcuts; found on and off of 
serpentine. 

None. Species not 
found within areas that 
would be disturbed for 
project activities. 

Fragrant fritillary 
(Fritillaria liliacea) 

CNPS 1B.2 Coastal scrub, valley and foothill 
grassland, coastal prairie.  Often on 
serpentine; various soils reported though 
usually clay, in grassland. 

None. Species not 
found within areas that 
would be disturbed for 
project activities. 

San Francisco 
gumplant (Grindelia 
hirsutula var. 
maritime) 

CNPS 1B.2 Coastal scrub, coastal bluff scrub and 
valley and foothill grasslands.   

None. Species not 
found within areas that 
would be disturbed for 
project activities. 

Diablo helianthella 
(Helianthella castanea) 

CNPS 1B.2 Broadleaved upland forest, chaparral, 
cismontane woodland, coastal scrub, 
riparian woodland, valley & foothill 
grassland. 

None. Species not 
found within areas that 
would be disturbed for 
project activities. 

Kellogg’s horkelia 
(Horkelia cuneata ssp. 
sericea) 

CNPS 1B.1 Found on sandy soils & old stabilized 
dunes with open vegetation 

None. No suitable 
habitat present in areas 
that would be disturbed 
for project activities. 

Point Reyes 
horkelia (Horkelia 
marinensis) 

CNPS 1B.2 Coastal dunes, coastal prairie, and 
coastal scrub. 

None. Species not 
found within areas that 
would be disturbed for 
project activities. 

Coast yellow 
leptosiphon 
(Leptosiphon croceus) 

CNPS 1B.1 Coastal bluff scrub and coastal prairie.   None. No suitable 
habitat present in areas 
that would be disturbed 
for project activities. 

Rose leptosiphon 
(Leptosiphon rosaceus) 

CNPS 1B.1 Coastal bluff scrub.  None. No suitable 
habitat present in areas 
that would be disturbed 
for project activities. 

San Francisco 
lessingia (Lessingia 
germanorum) 

FE, SE, CNPS 
1B.1 

Associated with areas of sparse, low 
vegetative cover in older sand dunes 

None. No suitable 
habitat present in areas 
that would be disturbed 
for project activities. 

Crystal springs 
lessingia (Lessingia 
arachnoidea) 

CNPS 1B.2 Coastal sage scrub, valley and foothill 
grasslands and cismontane woodlands.  
Found on grassy slopes on serpentine 
soils. 

None. Species not 
found within areas that 
would be disturbed for 
project activities. 

Indian Valley bush-
mallow 
(Malacothamnus 
aboriginum) 

CNPS 1B.2 Cismontane woodland and chaparral on 
granitic outcrops and sandy bare soil.  
Often found on disturbed soils.  

None. No suitable 
habitat present in areas 
that would be disturbed 
for project activities. 
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Arcuate bush-
mallow 
(Malacothamnus 
arcuatus) 

CNPS 1B.2 Chaparral on gravelly alluvium.   None. No suitable 
habitat present in areas 
that would be disturbed 
for project activities. 

Davidson’s bush-
mallow 
(Malacothamnus 
davidsonii) 

CNPS 1B.2 Coastal scrub, riparian woodland and 
chaparral.  Usually associated with sandy 
washes.   

None. Species not 
found within areas that 
would be disturbed for 
project activities. 

Hall’s bush mallow 
(Malacothamnus 
hallii) 

CNPS 1B.2 Chaparral; some populations have been 
found on serpentine soils.   

None. No suitable 
habitat present in areas 
that would be disturbed 
for project activities. 

White-rayed 
pentachaeta 
(Pentachaeta 
bellidiflora) 

FE, SE, CNPS 
1B.1 

Occurs within valley and foothill 
grasslands on open, dry, and rocky 
slopes.  Often found on soils derived 
from serpentine bedrock.   

None. Species not 
found within areas that 
would be disturbed for 
project activities. 

Choris’ popcorn-
flower (Plagiobothrys 
chorisianus var. 
chorisianus) 

CNPS 1B.2 Chaparral, coastal scrub, and coastal 
prairie.  

None. Species not 
found within areas that 
would be disturbed for 
project activities. 

Hickman’s 
cinquefoil (Potentilla 
hickmanii) 

FE, SE, CNPS 
1B.1 

Occurs within coastal bluff scrub, grassy 
openings in closed cone coniferous 
forest, meadows, seeps, marshes and 
swamps.   

None. No suitable 
habitat present in areas 
that would be disturbed 
for project activities. 

San Francisco 
campion (Silene 
verecunda ssp. 
verecunda) 

CNPS 1B.2 Coastal scrub, valley and foothill 
grasslands, coastal bluff scrub, chaparral 
and coastal prairie.   

None. Species not 
found within areas that 
would be disturbed for 
project activities. 

Coastal triquetrella 
(Triquetrella 
californica) 

CNPS 1B.2 Coastal bluff scrub, coastal scrub. None. Species not 
found within areas that 
would be disturbed for 
project activities. 

San Francisco’s 
owl’s clover 
(Triphysaria 
floribunda) 
 

CNPS 1B.2 Coastal prairie and valley and foothill 
grasslands on serpentine and non-
serpentine soils.   

None. Species not 
found within areas that 
would be disturbed for 
project activities. 

Communities 
Northern coastal 
salt marsh 

N/A Occurs along the intertidal shores of 
bays and estuaries. Few, hydrophytic 
plants dominate. A highly productive 
community. 

None. Habitat does not 
occur within areas that 
would be disturbed for 
project activities 

Serpentine bunch 
grass 

N/A Vegetation dominated by native bunch 
grasses and occurring on serpentine 
soils. 

None. Habitat does not 
occur within areas that 
would be disturbed for 
project activities 
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Northern maritime 
chaparral 

N/A Maritime chaparral contains plants 
adapted to areas with cool, foggy 
summers.  Generally found on nutrient 
poor soils and occurs on windward 
uplands and coastal lowlands.  
Arctostaphylos and Ceanothus species 
characterize the habitat. 

None. Habitat does not 
occur within areas that 
would be disturbed for 
project activities 

Valley needlegrass 
grassland 

N/A Dominated by the perennial, tussock 
forming purple needlegrass (Nasella 
pulchra).  Usually on fine-textured (often 
clay) soils; moist or even waterlogged in 
winter, but very dry in summer 

None. Habitat does not 
occur within areas that 
would be disturbed for 
project activities 

 
Notes:  FE: Federal endangered; FT: Federal threatened; SE: State endangered; ST: State threatened; CSC: 
California species of special concern; CFP: California Fully Protected;  
CNPS - California Native Plant Society 
 List 1A:  plants presumed extinct in California 
 List 1B:  plants rare, threatened, or endangered in California and elsewhere 
 List 2:  Plants rare, threatened, or endangered in California, but more common elsewhere 
 List 3:  Plants about which we need more information - a review list 
 List 4:  Plants of limited distribution - a watch list 
 Threat Ranks: 
 0.1 - seriously threatened in California (high degree/immediacy of threat) 
 0.2 - fairly threatened in California (moderate degree/immediacy of threat) 
 0.3 - not very threatened in California (low degree/immediacy of threats or no current threats known 
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